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HOME OF THE WEEK

The view from the back deck shows how the location got its RiverDance name, with views of a river bend surrounded by mountains.

THE RIDGES OF
MADISON COUNTY
Sweeping
mountain views at
a cliffside B&B
and retirement
home
ABOUT THE B&B
» RiverDance is a cliffside Arts &
Crafts-style bed and breakfast near
Hot Springs, in Madison County.
With a down-home, woodsy feel, it
is adorned with wood floors and
antiques from Western North
Carolina artists. Its most remarkable
feature is its wooden back porch
outsidea light-filled great room that
overlooks the mountains and
a U-shaped riverbend hundreds of
feet below, as well as an outdoor
hot tub overlooking the gorge.
The three-story B&B
has two guest suites.
» Tolearn more, visit
www.riverdancenc.com or call
847-809-3098.
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ot long after moving into their
cliffside home in Madison
County — hundreds of feet
above a sharp riverbend —
Dave and Callie Wellendorf wanted to
showcase its majestic mountain views.
So the semiretired couple decided to
open their doors to sojourners, turning
their spacious timber-frame dwelling
into a bed-and-breakfast.
“It seemed like we should share
this,” Callie said of the sweeping views
from their wraparound back porch.
Less than 10 miles northeast of Hot
Springs, their B&B sits some 300 feet
above a horseshoe-shaped bend in Big
Laurel Creek. It’s called RiverDance, a
name given by the couple after they
first gazed upon the river from the
east-facing porch, its waters shimmering in the early-morning sunlight.
“She said, ‘Look, the river is dancing,’” Dave said.
Doubling as a vacation rental, the
three-story house contains about 4,000
square feet with two guest suites — one
on the third floor and the other on the
ground floor — each of them including
two bedrooms, a full bath and a sitting
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The main living room is seen from the upstairs suite.

area. On the main floor is a master
suite where the couple sleeps.
Its Arts & Crafts-style aesthetic is
tinged with a Frank Lloyd Wright-esque
architectural charm, accenting its
down-home, rustic decor that features
wood floors and antiques from western
North Carolina artists. It was initially

Daveand CallieWellendorfsit
with their dog, Marley, in front of
the outside fireplace at their
home and bed and breakfast in
Hot Springs. The B&B, where
theyalsolive,ispetfriendly,
with Marley as the four-legged
innkeeper.
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designed by Lost Creek Designs.
In the light-filled great room on
the main floor, under a vaulted ceiling
stretching about 30 feet high, is a gas
fireplace with a white oak mantel featuring painted tiles by a Burnsville
artist that depict mountain scenery.
Next to it are glass doors opening
onto a covered wooden porch that
wraps around part of the rear of the
house, looking out onto a landscape now
awash in autumn colors. It features its
own fireplace, this one made with salvaged barnwood.
Below is a deck outside one of the
guest suites, and on the side of the
house is a hot tub with its own wooden
deck that overlooks the gorge.
Their property stretches over about
an acre and a half, most of it on the side
of the wooded cliff. It is tucked in a
gated development, Bear River Lodge,
that comprises nearly 100 lots, more
than a dozen of them with houses.
In their 60s, the Wellendorfs had
long considered opening a B&B. They
are originally from the Chicago area,
where they raised their two grown
children. There, Dave worked in the
technology industry and Callie as a
patient representative at a medical
center.
After their youngest went off to
college, they bought this property inthe
fall of 2006, having the house built soon
thereafter. Construction took a little
more than a year and was carried out
by Osborne Construction Company.
The couple finished the house themselves, spending about two years hanging doors, installing flooring and painting walls, among other things. A year or
so later, they opened their doors to
guests.
A friendly pair, the couple has a flair
for hospitality, making it a point to chat
with guests from across the country
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NOMINATE A HOME
To nominate your house or that of a friend for
this feature, contact Bruce Steele at
bsteele@citizen-times.com. Include your telephone number and a telephone number for
the homeowner, if not you.

DO YOU DECORATE?
The Citizen-Times has a few spots left for
Home of the Week features for the holidays.
If you decorate your home or property for
Christmas, winter solstice or other winter
holidays, send a description of your decorations and a contact telephone number to
Bruce Steele at bsteele@citizen-times.com.
Dave and Callie Wellendorf’s home in Hot
Springs also serves as a bed and breakfast or
vacation rental.

FIND A PHOTO GALLERY ONLINE
AT CITIZEN-TIMES.COM

and abroad, and offering Continental
breakfasts that include homemade
pastries and granola from an Asheville
bakery.
But for anyone who stays here, they
are especially taken with the scenery.
“We often get the comment, ‘You had
me at the first picture,’” Dave said.
With an occupancy rate of around 80
percent, their B&B sees the most guests
in July and October.
Beyond that,many guestsare drawn to
it for the area’s outdoor activities,from
trout fishing to river rafting to ziplining.
“We’re sitting in an outdoor mecca,”
Callie said.
A hot tub overlooks the fall mountain views.

